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WINNERS AREN’T BORN... THEY’RE BUILT!



It’s hard to believe another month gone has by and 
we’re already wrapping up the July issue of the 
Builder Zine. June was an extremely busy month for 
us at Brickmania. Highlights include awesome new 
kit releases like the LAV-25, AN/TWQ-1 Avenger, a 
redesigned Panzer III, and Cody’s new advanced 
level World War II Jeep. We also brought back 
some favorites like UH-1D Iroquois, M4 Sherman, 
and Messerschmitt Bf-109. 
 
June is also the month we hosted World War Brick 
Minneapolis, at Brickmania headquarters, details 
of which are in its own article later on in this issue. 
Team Brickmania also traveled to Brickworld 
Chicago, which is one of the largest AFOL (Adult 
Fan of LEGO) conventions in North America. There 
we set up our massive D-Day +1 diorama and 
had the  biggest sponsor booth on site. We also 
returned to the Evansville Museum (in Evansville, 
IN) where we set up a large WW2 in LEGO display 
for the fourth year in a row. If that wasn’t enough, 
Brickmania also opened our second retail store at 
Woodfield Mall in Schaumburg, IL!  Whew!
 
Looking forward towards July, the month in which 
we celebrate American Independence, we’ve 
decided to focus on the theme of “All things Ameri-
can that kick butt” or more simply put: “MURICA!” 
 
Starting the month with a bang (or more appro-
priately “BRRRRTTTT”), the first new kit we’re 
releasing this month is the A-10 Warthog ground 
attack aircraft. The A-10 is the biggest aircraft 
Brickmania has released to date; it weighs almost 
two pounds and has a part count of 1032 pieces! 
While the model started out as my design, the 
whole Builder Team helped come up with a bunch 
of refinements. The A-10 has working landing gear, 
opening canopy, moveable control surfaces, and 
even an ejection seat function. This “Mega Black 
Box” kit will also include a set of vinyl stickers to 
give you A-10 model its signature shark tooth snout. 
The already massive instruction book also includes 
bonus instructions for a wide variety of armaments, 
plus the bomb hoist truck itself (but you’ll have to 
find your own pieces to arm your plane as you like).
 

Next up on the release schedule will be a totally 
revamped edition of M2/M3 Bradley Fighting 
Vehicle. Improvements include newly redesigned 
suspension, use of Brickmania Track Links, 
reshaped turret, updated minifigs, and other small 
improvements. The Bradley was responsible for 
destroying more enemy tanks during Operation 
Desert Storm than any other vehicle in the Coalition 
arsenal, including the vaunted M1 Abrams MBT. You 
can tar and feather me if the the Bradley doesn’t 
truly represent the spirit of MURICA!

 
Artillery is the king of the battlefield, and nobody 
proved that point better than the US Army during 
World War II. To plug the huge gaping hole in 
our World War II artillery series, I am pleased to 
announce the forthcoming release of the M1 155mm 
Howitzer. This is one of the most important weapons 
of World War II, it was so well designed that it also 
served in the Korean and Vietnam Wars. We are 
offering it as a stand-alone gun, or as a limited edi-
tion premium Battle Pack with the M4 High Speed 
Tractor and artillery crewmen. 
 

BUILDERS' ZONE
Straight from the desk of Dan Siskind



Also on the new release list for July are the AH-64D 
Apache Longbow, a mini scale F-15 Eagle, and a 
Rolling Tool Box kit for the Workshop Series. We’re 
also bringing back a US Army Air Force version 
of the P-40 Warhawk, another batch of MH-6/AH6 
Little Birds with Delta Force Upgrade, and more 
P-51D “Red Tail” Mustang kits.
 
Of course we’re hitting the road again and we have 
two big shows in July. On the 7-10th we’ll be back 
in Houston, TX for Brick Fiesta. This is the annual 
event hosted by TexLUG (Texas LEGO User Group) 
and is now returning to Houston after three years 
in other cities. We’re planning to bring my USS 
Missouri model to this event, plus have a good sized 
store on site. Visit Brickfiesta.com for full details.  
 
On July 22nd to 24th we will host the third and last 
World War Brick of 2016, happening at the Raddison 
Hotel Cromwell, just outside Hartford, CT. 
This will be our second year in Connecticut and 

we’ll be pulling out all the stops to make this event 
something really special. Come join us if you hap-
pen to be in our neck of the woods!
 
Thanks once again for taking the time to read this 
issue and hope to see you on the road, in store, or 
at the Toyworks soon!

Dan

What is Brickmania?
Learn more about the company behind the kits

Mall of America 
Open 7 days a week

Bloomington, MN 
(60 E Broadway, E-354)

Find us online at Brickmania.com or in a store near you:

Woodfield Mall 
Open 7 days a week

Schaumberg, IL
(5 Woodfield Mall, E-113)

Brickmania creates premium building kits 
made from genuine LEGO® brand parts. 
Founded by brick artist Daniel Siskind in 1999, 
we started out creating instruction sets and 
selling them on the Brickmania web site. 
Response was immediate, overwhelmingly 
positive, and led to the release of new 
Brickmania kits by the spring of 2000. One 
year and 1000 kits later, Brickmania was 
officially incorporated as Brickmania LLC 
and we have grown at a meteoric pace 
ever since.  Dan remains at the helm and 
continues to deliver bar-raising designs with 
an unequalled devotion to historical accuracy.  

Because of his dedication, we have earned an 
international reputation as the industry leader 
for military and historical kits. 
Visit us at our store locations as well as at our 
monthly toyworks event or one of the national 
shows or expos we attend. 



World War Brick Minneapolis 2016 took place at 
the Brickmania Toyworks in early June. This was 
the third and final time we’ve hosted this event in 
our own offices and warehouse. Because it’s in 
our own headquarters, WWB Minneapolis has the 
best atmosphere of all the WWB events we have 
organized.  The building itself used to be a top 
secret armaments factory, producing the Norden 
Bombsight during World War II. Of course, the 
Brickmania space is full of historic items, displays 
and really cool toys (like the world’s largest K’nex 
ball contraption)—making it the dream location 
for an event such as World War Brick.

Friday is the day set aside for the exhibitors, 
otherwise known as “Weekend Pass holders.” 
The first part of the day is set aside for setting up 
MOCS and signing up for the days’ activities. Two 
different Micro Tank tournaments begin on Friday, 
as do many other activities and workshops set 
aside specifically for the Weekend Pass holders. 
The first of several raffles held throughout the 
event takes place on Friday and the biggest and 

World War Brick Minneapolis
After-Action Report

best prizes are always given out during Weekend 
Pass holder hours (9am to 9 pm on Friday and 
Saturday and 9am to 5pm on Sunday).

Weekend Pass holders can also win trophies 
for their MOCs (My Own Creations) on display at 
World War Brick. Awards are given in categories 
that intentionally level the playing field between 
new builders and grizzled veterans. Samples of 
the categories are “Most Iconic Build;” where 
we choose a build that most vividly represents 
a famous historic moment, “Best Use of SNOT;” 
most creative use of “Studs Not On Top” building 
techniques, and “Best use of BrickArms;” which 
is the most creative use or best display of Brick-
Arms brand weapons and accessories. 

Friday night at World War Brick is usually set 
aside for a new product unveiling. For the past 
few years we have been lucky enough to have 
BrickArms’ owner Will Chapman on hand to do 
the honors. In Minneapolis he spoke in great 



depth about how he developed the WW2 Field 
Gear, which was released back in February during 
World War Brick Anaheim. The crowd was really 
on the edge of their seats once he started talking 
about World War I, which has suddenly become a 
hot topic among the youth, thanks to the release 
of trailers for the upcoming video game Battle 
Field I. With that he announced the release of the 
WW1 Central Powers and Allies Battle Packs, 
each containing a new prototype and overmolded 
BrickArms Weapon. 

Will did not want to disappoint the World War II 
builders and also unveiled new Russian SSh-40 
and Japanese T-90 Helmets plus the Bangalore 
Torpedo Crate. 

Being that there are no hotels within easy walking 
distance of the Brickmania Toyworks, we run 
a shuttle service in the mornings and evenings 
for guests staying at our chosen hotel, the Hyatt 
Place, in downtown Minneapolis. Most times this 
was in the form of Dan driving his 1974 vintage 
M35A2 “Deuce and a Half” military truck, offering 

an open-air ride through downtown and past the 
scenic St Anthony Falls on the Mississippi River. 

The Micro Tank game was developed by the 
Brickmania team as an activity for World War 
Brick. It is a game of strategy and luck using 1/100 
scale “micro tanks” models. For World War Brick 
we have developed a series of ever-more-com-
plex battles for the surviving participants of each 
tournament round. One of the tournaments is a 
traditional “one vs. one” bracket style elimination 
tournament, and the other is series of four-way 
“King of the Hill” matches. Both tournaments start 
on Friday and culminate in championships on 
Sunday, with the victors awarded trophies at the 
closing ceremony. 

We also award trophies to the victors of the 
WWB Chess tournament, which is played on 
special WW2 themed chess sets, made up by the 
Brickmania team. And finally we have the Robot 
Tank Championship, which involves successfully 
completing a series of tasks, using a remote 
controlled tank built from the LEGO EV3 MIND-
STORMS system.



Saturday night has been traditionally set aside for 
the Wounded Warrior Project charity auction. This 
year there were a dozen rare items up for auction, 
donated by Brickmania, BrickArms and GI Brick. 
There were some tense moments during the auction 
and more than one heated bid war occurred.  We 
raised more than $3000 for the Wounded Warrior 
Project that evening, bringing our YTD total to over 
$8245). 

There are public exhibition hours to World War 
Brick on Saturday and Sunday. This is the time 
set to show off all of the awesome historic builds 
created by the Weekend Pass holders. We also 
hold raffles, play World War BINGO and have other 
fun activities during this time. Mostly it’s just a time 
to talk about building, talking about history, and 
sharing stories. With so much activity going on the 
public hours go by in a blur and it’s time for dinner 
before you know it.

There are other activities for the Weekend Pass 
holders throughout the weekend. These include 
participating in  group builds of large dioramas 
using Brickmania’s models and minifigs. This year’s 
dioramas were based on the battles of El Alamein, 
Peleliu, and Kursk. We also make several mosaic 
portraits of historically important people during 
each event. In Minneapolis we completed portraits 
of General Dwight D. Eisenhower, Medal of Honor 
recipient Daniel Inouye, and African-American 
sailor/hero of Pearl Harbor, Doris Miller. 

Hands down one of the most popular activities for 
the Weekend Pass holders was the zombie apoca-
lypse themed “Walking Plastic” Brik Wars sessions. 
These were expertly hosted by Lee and Chris, who 
flew out from California specifically to run this activ-
ity. Some of the most epic builds this year were the 
“Area 51” display by Brian Williams and Matthew 
Greene’s “Timeline of the attack on Pearl Harbor.”  



There were 88 registered MOCs at WWB Minneap-
olis, with many dozens more registered on site.

With World War Brick Minneapolis now in the rear-
view mirror, we can safely call the event a smash-
ing success. We are looking forward to World War 
Brick Hartford, taking place on July 22-24th, and 
have made arrangements to return to Anaheim, CA 
on February 10-12, 2017.  With the increased need 
for space by the growing staff of Brickmania, we 
will no longer be able to host the event in our own 
warehouse space. We do not yet know if we’re 

going to host another World War Brick event in 
Minneapolis or move it to a different city next sum-
mer. There’s been talk of WWB returning to Chicago 
or even some place new like the Seattle Area, or 
perhaps even going to Florida or Texas. As soon as 
we figure it out we’ll let everyone know. 

Thanks to all our fans who came and celebrated 
WWII in LEGO with us, and thanks to all the volun-
teers and staff without whom this event would not 
be possible.  
 
See you all next time!



Hi everyone, my name is Adam, and I am the store 
manager at Brickmania’s newest store inside 
Woodfield Mall.  We are the second Brickmania 
store, located just outside Chicago in Schaumburg, 
Illinois.  Curious as to what you will find in a 
Brickmania store?  Well, let me tell you…TONS!!!

Brickmania Woodfield has an entire wall dedicated 
to Brickmania kits.  We carry as many kits as we 
can fit on our shelves, and we have some big 
shelves!  We have brand new kits, not so new kits, 

and every once in a while…an old kit sneaks in 
there.

We carry a full compliment of Brickarms custom 
accessories.  We have all of the currently released 
individual items; weapons, vests, helmets, and as 
many weapon packs that we can squeeze on the 
hooks.  We even have a few rare and hard to find 
items.

For those of you that love your minifigures, we 
have you covered.  We have large selection of 
custom printed minifigures from Brickmania.  For 
the individuals that are a little more crafty, we 
have a huge selection of Roglaan’s Decals ranging 
from World War I to present day.  We also carry 

Open For Business



some other assorted figures, for the more selective 
collector, from Eclipse Graphix and Citizen Brick.

There are custom accessories from Eclipse Graphix 
and Citizen Brick.  As you walk around, you can find 
minikits from Abbie Dabbles, lighting accessories 
from Brickstuff and lots, lots more.

Not enough?  We have an incredible selection of 
books.  We carry many titles from DK Books, No 
Starch Press, and an assortment of historical books 
covering different vehicles and conflicts.  

Got a build question?  Need advice on something 
you are working on??  But you just don’t know who 
to ask???  Stop on by the store and ask us!  Every 
one of our associates is a builder.  As a team, we 
have well over 50 years of building experience 
between all of us. And I’m rounding down so we 
sound younger than we are!

So, if you are in the area, or looking to take a 
road trip, stop on by and check us out.  Jackson, 
Brent, Don, Joe, Jesse, or myself would be more 
than willing to show you what’s new, what’s cool 
(EVERYTHING), or just offer a suggestion or two.

We look forward to seeing you soon!

-Adam Stasiek

Now open 7 days a week!

5 Woodfield Mall - E-113, Schaumburg, IL 60173 • (847) 252-9911 
Brickmania.com/woodfield • facebook.com/brickmaniawoodfield





'Murica!



The USS Missouri is one of the most 
well-known ships of the United 
States Navy. Arriving in the Pacific 
late in World War II, she participated 
in the battles for Iwo Jima, Okinawa, 
and the bombardment of the 
Japanese home islands. Being 
named after the home state of 
President Harry Truman, the “Mighty 
Mo” was selected to lead the Pacific 
fleet into Tokyo Bay to accept the 
official surrender of the Japanese 
government. The USS Missouri 
also participated in the Korean War 
and the 1st Persian Gulf War. She 
currently resides as a memorial in 

“Strength for Freedom”

BRickmania ORiginals

U.S.S. Nicholas

The destroyer USS Nicholas was one of 
the most decorated ships of the US Navy in 
World War II.  Her extensive battle record 
earned her the honor of escorting the USS 
Missouri into Tokyo Bay to accept the 
Japanese surrender. 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
Brickmania’s model was built by 
Daniel Siskind in commemoration of 
the 70th anniversary of the end of 
WWII. It is still a “work in progress” 
with additional details being added 
as time permits.

Scale:
Length:
Brick Count:
Build Time:
Fun Fact:

1/35th
25’ 8”(7.8 meters)
Over half a million
6 months and counting
The interior is partially hol-
low using a grid structure 
for stability.  It takes 11 dif-
ferent sections to support 
the whole ship!



The SIEGE of Stalingrad 

The Siege of Stalingrad 
Yitzy Kasowitz & Dan Siskind

What began as Hitler’s attempt to 
capture this important city on the 
Volga River (and symbolic name-
sake of Soviet leader Joseph Stalin), 
was turned into a great defeat at 
the hands of determined Russian 
defenders.  Currently at MoA Store.

Brandenburg Gate

Brandenburg Gate
Yitzy Kasowitz & Dan Siskind

This important landmark in the  
German capital was witness to 
bloody street fighting at the climax 
of the Battle of Berlin and the end of 
World War II in Europe. This scene 
shows the gate as it would have 
been shortly after the Soviet victory.

Omaha Beach

Omaha Beach: D-Day plus 1
Dan Siskind, Cody Osell & Yitzy Kasowitz

The liberation of western Europe 
began on June 6, 1944 (D-Day) at 
Normandy, France. This diorama 
depicts “Omaha Beach” on the day 
after the German defenses were 
overcome and American troops and 
supplies begin to pour in.

Current Displays

The Vietnam War
Dan Siskind & John Neal

The United States was a main  
combatant in the Vietnam War from 
1965 to 1974. This diorama was 
built  to depict as many scenes from 
this conflict as possible in a 30x60” 
space. Look closely for hidden items 
throughout the diorama. 

Vietnam War



Brickmania is On TOUR!
Come see us at our upcoming events!
Brick Fiesta Houston:

W.W.B. Hartford:

Brickfair Virginia:

BrickUniverse Columbus:

Brickworld Ft. Wayne:

BrickUniverse Tulsa:

BrickCon:

BrickFair New Jersey:

July 9th

August 13th

October 8th

November 12th

Houston, TX

Hartford, CT

Chantilly, VA

Columbus, OH

Fort Wayne, IN

Tulsa, OK

Seattle, WA

Somerset, NJ

1620 Central Ave, NE, Ste 170, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 545-5263

Check Brickmaniatoys.com/events for additional locations!

July 7-10

July 22-24

Aug 6-7

Aug 20-21

Aug 27-28

Sept 10-11

October 1-2

October 29-30

Brickmania Toyworks
Come visit our toyworks in NE Minneapolis and enjoy our 10,000 square feet of unique, 
playful, one of a kind displays.  We are pleased to host the Greater Midwest and Twin 
Cities LEGO Train Clubs whose layouts are displayed at the toyworks alongside the 
military dioramas of Brickmania's builder team.

December 3rd

December 10th

Deceber 17th

December 24th

2016 Open House Dates
10 am - 4 pm



Learn more and get tickets:
worldwarbrick.com

World War Brick is the premiere event for Historic Military 
LEGO® Modelers and Customizers.  These events are 
open to builders, enthusiasts and the general public, 
World War Brick has something for everyone!

Hartford, CT,

Anaheim, CA

July 22-24, 2016

February 10-12, 2017

Dates & Locations



MURICA! JULY DEALS!

As always, Elite members save an extra 10%.  Learn more and become 
Elite today: http://www.brickmania.com/brickmania-elite/

10% off
U.S. Weapons

& Helmets

10% off

BOGO

U.S. Kits

Buy 1 Get 1

& Minifigs

U.S. Decals



Find these kits and more at  Brickmania.com

BKM2117/B
WWII Jeep (with upgrade)
M3 Howitzer + 101st Airborne

BKM837
Avenger
AN/TWQ HMMWV

BKM2089
P-51D Mustang 
"Red Tail" Tuskegee Airmen Edition

Proudly made in the U.S.A

Shown with additional elements

For ages 14+

CHOKING HAZARD!
Contains small parts. Not intended for children under 3.

Our Lawyer Kilroy says...
“This is not a LEGO® Product. These are re-used LEGO elements that have 
been repackaged or altered from their original form. LEGO is a trademark of the LEGO 
Group, which does not sponsor, authorize or endorse this product. The LEGO Group is not 
liable for any loss, injury or damage arising from the use or misuse of this product.” 

WWW.BRICKMANIA.COM

QUALITY GUARANTEE:  If upon opening this sealed package you should fi nd any parts 
broken, missing, or defective, please contact us for prompt customer service.

Includes:
Brickmania LLC
PO Box 18051, Minneapolis, MN 55418, USA 
TOLL FREE 877-616-7577 (outside the USA: +001-612-545-5263)

©2016 All Rights Reserved
•  A-10 Warthog Kit with full building instructions
•  Pilot Minifi g with Custom Sticker Artwork
•  Premium Vinyl Sticker Sheet
•  Positionable Ailerons, Flaps, Rudders, and Air Brakes
•  “Flick Missile” Ejection Seat
•  Bonus instructions for Missiles & Loader (Elements sold separately)

A-10
Warthog

838

Contains 1032 LEGO® and BrickArms® elements plus printed building instructions. 

A-10 Warthog
An original design by Daniel Siskind

838

BKM838
A-10 Warthog

BKM2048
M4 Sherman
Allied Medium Tank

BKM1013
UH-1D Iroquois
Utility Helicopter

COLLECT THEM ALL!

NEW!  



Gear UP with BRickArms
Get your minifigs battle ready with vests from BrickArms

BrickArms Vests $1.00 each

Find all these and much more online at www.Brickmania.com

LCV Recon
Colors:
Dark Gray, Black, Tan
Dark Tan, OD Green

LCV Rifleman
Colors:
Dark Gray, Black, Tan
Dark Tan, OD Green

LCV SAW
Colors:
Dark Gray, Black, Tan
Dark Tan, OD Green

LCV Sidearm
Colors:
Dark Gray, Black, Tan
Dark Tan, OD Green

PCV Specialist
Colors:
Dark Gray, Black, 
Dark Tan, Olive, Tan

PCV Operator
Colors:
Dark Gray, Black, 
Dark Tan, Olive, Tan

PCV Signal
Colors:
Dark Gray, Black, 
Dark Tan, Olive, Tan

PCV Commando
Colors:
Dark Gray, Black, 
Dark Tan, Olive, Tan

WWII US Command
Colors:
Black, Dark Tan, 
Olive, Tan

WWII US Rifleman
Colors:
Black, Dark Tan, 
Olive, Tan

German Command
Colors:
Dark Gray, Black, 
Dark Brown, Olive

German Paratrooper
Colors:
Dark Gray, Black, 
Dark Brown, Olive

WWII US Gunner
Colors:
Black, Dark Tan, 
Olive, Tan

WWII US Scout
Colors:
Black, Dark Tan, 
Olive, Tan

German Grenadier
Colors:
Dark Gray, Black, 
Dark Brown, Olive

German Ranger 
Colors:
Dark Gray, Black, 
Dark Brown, Olive

WWII US Ranger
Colors:
Black, Dark Tan, 
Olive, Tan

WWII Pattern '37
Colors:
Black, Dark Tan, 
Olive, Tan

German Gunner
Colors:
Dark Gray, Black, 
Dark Brown, Olive

German Rifleman
Colors:
Dark Gray, Black, 
Dark Brown, Olive



Protect your Pieces
Leave no noggin unprotected with helmets by BrickArms

M1 Steel Pot Helmet
Colors:
OD Green, Olive

Boonie Hat
Colors:
Black, Dark Tan, 
OD Green

MCH
Colors:
Black, Dk Tan, Dk Gray,
Tan, Lt Gray, UN Blue

Brodie Helmet
Colors:
Black, Dk Gray, Tan, 
Gunmetal, Dk Tan

T90 Helmet - Japan
Colors:
Olive, OD Green, 
Tan, Dk Tan

Stahlhelm
Colors:
Dark Gray, Black, Tan, 
White, Gunmetal

M1 Steel Pot Helmet
Colors:
Gunmetal, Tan, White, 
Dk Tan, Lt Gray, OD

Ssh 40 - Russia
Colors:
Olive, OD Green, Dk Tan

Ushanka
Colors:
Dark Brown, Gunmetal, 
Dark Gray

Brodie Helmet
Colors:
Dark Tan

Stahlhelm
Colors:
Tan, Dark Gray

Stahlhelm
Colors:
Tan, Dark Gray

Brickmania Custom Netted Helmets

BrickArms Helmets

Available only at Brickmania!  We've customized BrickArms helmets with durable 
netting.  Take your minifigs and MOCs to the next level with these awesome helmets.

$6.00 each

$1.00 each

NEW! NEW!



Redeem in person at any store, our booth,  or use 
ONLINE at Brickmania.com with code:

Excludes WWB Tickets, Elite Membership Enrollment, 
rare and discontinued vintage LEGO® kits.

$5 OFF $50

Valid through 8/31/16
MURICA505

Redeem in person at any store, our booth,  or use 
ONLINE at Brickmania.com with code:

Excludes WWB Tickets, Elite Membership Enrollment, 
rare and discontinued vintage LEGO® kits.

$15 OFF $100

Valid through 8/31/16
Murica150

New from Brickmania

WWII JEEp
M3 Howitzer + 101st AirbornE Soldiers


